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Notes €rom a professional design workshop
for teens and teachers



In the summer of 2007, a small group of area high school students, educators, and design
professionals participated in a four-day workshop focused on the Robinson-North Fayette
commercial area in the western suburbs of Pittsburgh Fennsylvania. The Airport Corridor
Transportation Association (ACTA) partnered with Carnegie Museum of Art's Heinz Architectural
Center to offer the workshop to look at suburban mobility, design and livability issues.

The workshop incorporated both field work and studio time. Sessions were held on-site in the
Robinson-North Fayette retail area and at Carnegie Museum of Art’s Heinz Architectural Center
in Oakland. The museum’s collections of paintings, architectural drawings, and models inspired
creative thinking about what makes the places where we live, work, and play unique and memorable
and how they evolve over time. The week was designed to be exploratory and investigative and to
result in fresh thinking about the suburban landscape and the role individuals can play in shaping

their environment.

The summer design workshop is replicable in high echool classes during the school year and in

future summer programs. For more information, contact Lynn Manion at manion@acta-pgh.org.

THE ROBINGON-NORTH PAYETTE COMMERCIAL AREA, IN PITTSBURGH'S WESTERN
SUBURES, 15 AN ACCUMULATION OF STORES, STRIP MALLS, RESTAURANTS, DFFICE
COMPLEXES, MOVIE THEATERS, AND MORE.

1'% A VIBRANT PLACE, WITH THE POTENTIAL 10 BE THE AREAS “TOWN CENTER'—
BUT, BECAUSE UROWTH HAS BEEN UNCOORDINATED, THERE 16 NO FOCAL POINT,
NOTHING 10 BUNCTION A% THE ARENS “HEART".
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Tvanspovtation /l/(ﬂnﬂge/vlenf Association
that creates and supports programs

1o incrense travel options and foster
vespongivle economic qrowth

THE REZULT: 1T DIFFICULT 10 AET AROUND, AND 20METIMES EVEN DANGEROUS—
FOR PEDESTRIANS, BUS RIPERS, AND DRIVERS.

THE SITUATION IZN'T UNIQUE—IN FPACT, 1T’ THE ZAME IN SUBURES ACROSZ
THE COUNTRY.

ACTA, THE AIRPORT CORRIPOR TRANSPORTATION ASZ0CIATION, VAUNCHED A ZTUDY
T0 INVESTIGATE WAYS 10 IMPROVE MOBILITY, CONVENIENCE, AND ZAFETY— AND 10
POSITION THE COMMERCIAL AREA AZ A ViABLE TOWN CENTER.

IS
ACTHA's Commercial Center Mobility Study,
adminicteved ﬁwmgh the Sputhwestern

a M Pennsylvania Commission, was funded by
the Federal Highway Administiation and the

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
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ACTA AND CARNEGIE MUZEUM OF ART PARTNERED 10 PRESENT THE WORKSHOP.

OVER FOUR SUMMER DAYS, SIX STUPENTS AND THREE TEACHERS aoT A FARST-RATE
BACKAROUND IN SUBURBAN DESIGN...

A ARST-HAND LOoK AT SPECIFIC CHALLENGES IN THE STUDY AREA..
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IT WAZ A WHIRLWIND. N

NOU COMP ALNMOZT SEE HORIZONS EXPAND AS THE WORKSHOP INTROPUCED A
NEW AND INTRIQUING WORLD 10 THE STUPENTS AND TEACHERS.

VOCAL TV STATIONS AND NEWSPAPERS FOUND BOTH THE T0PIC AND THE PROCESS
EXCEPTIONALLY INTERESTING, AND RAN MULTIPLE Z10RIES.




MIZT IMPORTANTLY, THE PARTICIPANTS PROPUCED EXCELLENT REZULTS.

ONE SOLUTION INCLUDED A NEW SHUTTLE BUS, A CENTRAL aAZEeD POR RIDER
SHELTER AND INFORMATION, AND A WIDER BRIDGE OVER THE PARKWAY WEST.

ANOTHER CALLED POR TURNING AN UNPERUTILIZED PARKING LOT INTO PARKSPACE
THAT WOULD SERVE AZ FOCAL POINT, OMTDOOR TEACHING CENTER, AND
RECREATION/REVAXATION SPACE.

AND ANOTHER RECOMMENDED REPURPOZING AN EMPTY S10RE 10 BECONME A
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER; USING UNDPER-UTILIZED JUTDOOR SPACE FOR COMMUNITY
EVENTSZ AND A PLAZA; AND IMPLEMENTING A RANGE OF “USER-FRIENDLY”
AMENITIES.
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| AL THE PROPOSED SOLUTIONS ARE ENVIZONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.
THE ZECOMMENDATIONS AZE INCLUDED IN ACTAS MOBILITY

=3 ﬁ | Dy zepozT.

BECAUSE THIZ AREAS 125UES ARE COMMON ACROZS THE
| COUNTRY, THE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE APPUICABLE IN MANY
I PLACES BEYOND SOUTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA.

[

20 THE PILoT WORKSGHOP WAS A SUCCESS.. AND ALONG THE WAY ACTA AND
CARNEAIE MUSEUM OF ART LEARNED 20ME LESZONS THAT CAN HELP aUlDE FUTURE
DESAGN WORKSHOPS—HERE IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA AND ELSEWHERE.

VEZ20N LEARNED: THE MULTIAENERATIONAL APPROACH—WITH BOTH TEACHERS AND
STUPENTS AS LEARNERS AND TEAMMATES —SPARKS ENGAGEMENT AND PROPUCTIVITY.

VEZ20N LEARNED: HAVING PROFPESZIONALS FROM MULTIPLE
DISCIPUNES EXPONENTIALLY ENRICHES THE WORKSHOP'S CONTENT.

IN ADPITION, THE PROFESSIONALS SAY THEY LEARNED FROM
EACH OTHER—AND WERE ENERGIZED BY THE PROCESZ.




VEZZ20N LEARNED: PUTTING IDPEAZ ON PAPER EARLY IN THE PROCESS DEFUSES
RESIGTANCE, VESZENS SHYNESS, AND PROMOTES CREATIVITY.

VEZ20N LEARNED: ENAAGEMENT AND PRODPUCTIVITY 0AR WHEN PEOPLE ARE
PROVIPED WITH a0V BACKAROUND KNOWLVEDGE, AND ENCOURAAED 10
DEVELOP REAL-WORLY SOVUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
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BOTIOM UNE: THE DESIGN WORKSHOP WAZ WELL WORTH THE EPFORT INVOLWED
IN PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION..THE END PROPUCT WAZ EXCELLENT;
AWARENESS OF | INTEREST IN PESIAN INCREAZED; AND STUDENTS, TEACHERS,
AND DESIAN-REVATED PROFESZIONALS ALl BECAME INTENSIVELY ENGAGED IN AN
IMPORTANT REAL-WORLD 155UE.




WORKSHOP PREZENTERS

Karen Brean, Brean & Associates, Workshop Leader

Lindsay Bond Totten, Botanic Gardens of WFPA

Scott Brillhart, Planning Director, Moon Townehip

Darcy Cleaver, Fort Authority of Allegheny County

Dave Cooper, Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson

Darla Cravotta, Allegheny County Dept. of Economic Development

Ray Hack, Mackin Engineering Company

Lynn Heckman, Allegheny County Dept. of Economic Development

Yera Krofcheck, Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board

Gary Moshier, Architect, Moshier Studio

Tracy Myers, Curator, Heinz Architectural Center, Carnegie Museum of Art
Marilyn Russell, Chair and Curator of Education, Carnhegie Museum of Art
Kristen Sheleheda, Beaver County Transit Authority

Dave Yeights, DMUM Harris Engineering

Jason Yrabel, Community Design Center of Fittsburgh

Nate Wildfire, East Liberty Development, Inc.




AIRPORT CORRIDOR
TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION

Robinson Plaza Two

Route 60 & Park Manor Dr., Suite 420
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

412.609.5507

www.acta-pgh.org

Lynn Manion, Executive Director
Amy Mathieson, Project Manager
Christine Miller, Financial Assistant

CARNEGIE
MUSEUM OF ART

One of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh

Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh
4400 Forbes Ave.

Pittsburgh, FA 15213
WWW.carnegiemuseurs.org



